
 

 

 

Please Pray… 
 
 … for our boys to continue 

thriving and finish strong as we 
prepare to enter our last term of 
the school year. 

 
 … for safety during our first trip to 

Zambia next week to pickup mail 
for the school and the church. 

 
 … as we begin driving our family! 

We finally received our driver’s 
licenses last week, and traffic 
rules are more optional than 
definitive here.  

 
 

Who’s Gonna Tell Them? 
 
If you had the opportunity to be at our commissioning and 
send-off service at First Church in Newark, you heard the 
sermon by Rev. Dr. Tim Bias, from Romans 10:5-15, 
"Who's Gonna Tell Them?" – a message that challenged 
each of us to ponder deeply what our individual call is in 
sharing the Gospel, a sermon that was powerful and 
moving. Multiple times since that Sunday afternoon, 
Renee, myself, and several friends have referenced it.   
 
This past week, Renee and I sat one afternoon 
discussing how our placements here in Lubumbashi are 
still slowly being defined; how the challenges of setting 
up a life in a new and different culture can be so 
overwhelming; and how to help the kids to not just 
survive, but to thrive here.  We wondered aloud what it 
was that Jesus had called us across the world for. 
 
It was in that moment that I couldn’t help but remember of 
a time earlier in the week, when I sat in the elementary 
library at TESOL and heard Renee teaching one of the 
first-grade classes the scripture John 3:16.  She taught 
them how the bible is organized and then played the 
'Who can find the scripture first?' game.   
 
I cannot help but chuckle and think... well, clearly Renee 
is going to tell them. 
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We wanted to also share with you this month an exciting and 
fun ministry that we have been blessed to take part in.  We 
attend church at the English-Speaking Service at Jerusalem 
UMC in L’shi, and since our arrival here the church has been 
working to begin a children’s ministry program.  Renee and I 
have been given the opportunity to cast vision for this ministry 
and how it will be organized.  This of course also means we 
have spent 4 of the past 5 weeks in the Children’s Ministry, 
and while that can be draining it also is spirit-filling for us (you 
children’s church people know what I am talking about). 
 
We have taught about love, putting ourselves last, caring for 
those who are struggling, and – just this past week – Easter 
Week and what Jesus’ sacrifice truly means for us.  All great 
and incredibly important lessons that are challenging to get 
across to any age group.  However, what makes this task 
both rewarding and challenging is the vast array of barriers 
we face.  While the Children’s Church is for the English-
Speaking Service, only 4 of the approximately 16 children that 
attend speak fluent English (our boys 😊), and roughly half of 
them speak no English whatsoever.  Couple that with the fact 
that ages range from almost 3 to 11 or 12 years old, and you 
have the makings for either an overwhelming mess, or a time 
rich with blessings (we choose the latter).   
 
How do we work to overcome these barriers, you may ask?  
With music of course.  We read the scripture and teach the 
lesson in both English and French, but most of the joy and 
excitement for all parties comes when we sing loudly and 
dance to VBS music we brought from the states.  We have 
heard from parents that their children are singing songs about 
Jesus in English at home during the week… songs we taught 
them on Sunday morning. 

 
God moves in mysterious and beautiful ways – and 
sometimes we get to come along for the ride. 
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